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The historical impact of vaccination on the Scottish population is irrelevant to my 

petition request. I can give you many other connotations of the why` and how` these 

figures you list came about. My  petition does not seek to argue these points but 

merely asks for a retrospective, contrasting study between vaccinated and 

unvaccinated children via post vaccination, previously documented, health records, 

as to prevalence/or otherwise of childhood ailments and conditions. The petition 

does not seek to argue the effectiveness of the vaccination schedule on the Scottish 

childhood population in respect of specific diseases but questions the post 

immunisation health status of a vaccinated group versus an un vaccinated group. 

The petition submits that the viability of a vaccination programme does not rest 

solely on the impact on specific targeted diseases but as a matter of openness and 

transparency, must also include long term prospective study to identify any 

conditions, prevalent in a vaccinated population which may not be found in an 

unvaccinated cohort. A study of this nature could be carried out in the absence of 

current personal participation, from historical medical records over an agreed period 

of time thereby removing the potential for bias, merely requiring voluntary consent 

from willing participants in the population. Given that the petition advocates a 

retrospective study there would be no impact on the current vaccination schedule 

and no need for any party to be subjected to risk in abstaining from vaccination in 

order to create a non-vaccinated cohort which can readily be drawn from existing 

historical medical records. In these circumstances the decision to abstain from 

vaccination will have been taken some time previously and will not be influenced by 

the proposed study. Since a number of vaccination campaigns have been 

established in Scotland for a considerable number of years, there would be in 

existence, a veritable pool of pre-existing information which could form the basis of 

the proposed study negating the requirement for future screening of subjects and 

additional labour. What is proposed is a retrospective study, by a reputable body of 

appointed experts, of existing data from historical medical files of vaccinated and 

non-vaccinated individuals obtained via consent from a cohort of informed volunteers 

which would, of course be reported on anonymously. This does not appear to me the 

petitioner to differ significantly from the methods employed in other studies of this 

nature and would not be dangerous or unethical in respect of the participants. 

Studies reliant on population participation usually commence with a published search 

for willing volunteers to become involved and there is nothing to suggest that the 

proposed study could not be instigated in the same fashion. Where appropriate, the 

petition recognises the need for strict regulation and compliance with relevant 

constraints to create a viable study and believes this can be achieved without 

causing unethical concerns for healthcare practitioners or impacting on the current 

vaccination programme.  


